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Many of the Field Offices have requested information on Nevada s weed free forage program. This
memorandum will summarize the current status of the program and provide guidance on the use of
certified weed free forage in BLM -sponsored or BLM -permitted programs.

Washington Office (WO) requested severa years ago that each State Director implement a
Supplemental Rule to prohibit the use of forage or straw products on public lands which are not certified
asfree of weeds. Asaresult, Nevada BLM published a proposed Supplementa Rulein the Federd
Register in 2000 requiring forage and straw products to be certified as free of the weeds on the Nevada
Department of Agriculture’s Noxious Weed Ligt. In addition, the rule adopted the certification
standards that are established by the North American Weed Management Association (NAWMA).
Briefly, the standards specify prohibited weed species, forage ingpection procedures, ingpection
certification, and trangit certification. A complete description of the standards may be found a
http://mwww.nawma.org.

The Fina Supplementa Rule was origindly to have been implemented shortly after the comment period
on the proposed Supplemental Rule had closed. However, concerns arose relating to the proper
regulatory authority to be used in enforcement of the rule and WO has agreed to provide guidance to
the states. When this guidance is received, aFind Supplementa Rule will be issued.

Until such time, Nevada BLM has no formd prohibition againgt usng non-certified forage or straw on
the public lands. In the interim, when gpplicable Fied Offices should indude specid stipulations
requiring weed free products in permit actions, i.e., a Specia Recreation Permit for a horse endurance
race where horses are fed on public lands. Further, BLM should set a proper example by utilizing



certified weed free forage or Straw in our resource management activities



whenever such certified weed free products are reasonably avallable, i.e., straw products for eroson
control and surface reclamation projects, or hay for saddle horses provided by BLM for rangdand
management activities.

In concluson, BLM Nevada plans to issue the Supplementa Rule requiring weed free forage and straw
products as soon as WO direction is received on enforcement authority. Field Managerswill be
natified far in advance of find rule making and the Office of Communications will provide public
notification through press releases.

Quedtions should be directed to Ted Angle a (775) 861-6401.
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